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NECA WESTERN REGION DIRECTOR, BILL ORGILL – ROBERT L. HIGGINS 
ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE AWARD RECIPIENT 
 

Many of you have had the pleasure of meeting our Western Region Director, Bill Orgill at various NECA 

Events, both locally and around the country.  If so, it should come as no surprise that Bill has awarded the 

Distinguished Robert L. Higgins Association Executive Service Award, and will be inducted into the 

Academy of Electrical Contracting later this year.  The award, established in l989 by NECA's Board of 

Governors, is presented to the Staff Executive or Chapter Manager who has made the greatest contribution 

to the advancement of the Association either in a specific year or over a period of time.  Bill has worked 

with NECA for 30 years in various positions, including Chapter Manager for the Oregon Pacific-Cascade 

Chapter for five years, and as a Field Representative for District 8 and District 6 for eleven years, before 

moving to his current position as the NECA Western Region Executive Director.  Congratulations Bill!  

We look forward to celebrating this prestigious accomplishment and working with you for many years to 

come!  

 
KING COUNTY GETS APPROVAL TO PROCEED WITH LIMITED REOPENING 
 

State health officials have approved King County's request to allow some businesses to serve customers 

inside for the first time in months, as part of a modified Phase 1 in Gov. Jay Inslee's “Safe Start” plan. 

Effective immediately, restaurants can serve customers outdoors at 50% capacity, provided tables and 

chairs are at least 6 feet apart, according to a King County news release.  Indoor dining will be allowed at 

25% capacity. 

Nonessential retail stores may open if signs are posted encouraging customers to spend no more than 30 

minutes inside, and the stores do not exceed occupation of 15% capacity.  Face-to-face interactions are 

also limited to 30 minutes. 

Personal services, including barbers, salons, tattoo artists and estheticians, may reopen if the number of 

customers inside do not exceed 25% capacity. 

All construction is authorized to resume. 
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https://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/search/results?q=Jay%20Inslee


To move to Phase 2, counties must meet the following criteria: 

• The rate of positive Covid-19 tests is 2% or less, and tests can be conducted in a median time of 

less than two days from the onset of an individual’s symptoms to when a specimen is collected. 

• Hospitals have at least 10% of their beds free, with at least 80% being ideal.  In addition, 

hospitals need to have fewer than 20% of their beds occupied by patients with Covid-19. 

• New Covid-19 cases need to be below 25 per 100,000 residents for at least 14 days, the trend in 

hospitalization for Covid-19 needs to be flat or decreasing and the number of people infected by 

a single case of Covid-19 needs to be statistically below one — an indication that cases are not 

on the rise. 

 
UPCOMING NECA WEBINAR: OSHA REGULATORY UPDATES FOR COVID-19  
 

Join NECA on Thursday, June 18th, at 11:00 AM for a webinar focused on OSHA’s continued guidance 

and enforcement details for construction employers.  With new information emerging almost daily, staying 

on top of the latest directives is critical.   Adele Abrams, President of the Law Office of Adele L. Abrams, 

will guide safety professionals through the latest maze of federal, state, and local enforcement actions to 

better protect employers and employees performing essential services and renewed construction activities.  

Register today for this informative webinar by clicking here.  Note:  You will need your NECA National 

user ID and password to register for this event.  For assistance, contact Justin Thayer at 206-824-2150 or 

justin@necaseattle.org 

 
 
NECA MEMBERS RECEIVE SPECIAL PRICING ON PROCORE 

 
Procore is a leading provider of construction management software that connects people, applications, and 

devices through a unified platform to help construction professionals manage risk and build quality 

projects—safely, on time, and within budget.  Procore's construction management platform is a one-stop 

shop for everything electrical contractors need to maintain healthy projects.   

 

Procore was built to empower electrical contractors to: 

• Access everything you need to get the job done right the first time. 

• Keep field and office teams on the same page. 

• Know when field crews are on track or behind, in real time. 

• Get paid faster and build collaborative relationships. 

• Baseline, trend, and improve your safety processes. 

 

For a limited time, NECA members will receive an exclusive discount on Procore. 

To learn more or to request a demo click here. 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.necanet.org/about-us/calendar/education/course-calendar/2020/06/18/default-calendar/osha-regulatory-updates-for-covid-19-and-construction-webinar---thursday-june-18-2020--200-300-pm-et
mailto:justin@necaseattle.org
https://go.procore.com/NECA-Procore-learn-more.html


SHUTDOWN RAISES CONCERNS OVER GOVERNMENT POWER 
 

Last week, a Chelan County Superior Court judge ruled that 

a lawsuit against Governor Jay Inslee’s stay home order can 

move forward.  The use of executive authority during the 

COVID-19 response to effectively shut down all businesses 

statewide deemed “nonessential” by Inslee is one of several 

public policies some state lawmakers want to address as 

Washington begins what could be a long recovery effort. 

“Should we have shut everything down? I think that we will 

study this for decades,” Rep. Mike Chapman (D-24) said at 

a Washington Policy Center (WPC) June 3rd virtual summit. 

Chapman’s district consists of Olympic Peninsula counties such as Clallam, where the shutdown 

represents a tremendous setback for a local economy that last year had an unemployment rate of seven 

percent.  As of April, the unemployment rate is around 19 percent. 

“Small businesses in the small towns that I represent were told” ‘you’re not essential,’” he said. “If you 

run a small business and you are the primary bread winner, you’re pretty essential to your family.  If we 

learned anything, let us never use the term ‘essential’ business again.” 

The ongoing lawsuit regarding Inslee’s stay home order reflects an anxiety also among legislators that the 

Governor has so much power during a state of emergency.  

Chapman said: “Some more local authority would go a long way toward alleviating those concerns from 

the local citizenry.” 

 

ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY 1949 – George Orwell's novel of a dystopian future,  1984, is 

published.  The novel’s all-seeing leader, known as “Big Brother,” becomes a universal symbol 

for intrusive government and oppressive bureaucracy.  

 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

“Being a good person doesn’t depend on your religion, your race or your skin color or your culture. It 

depends on how good is your heart and how good you treat others.”  

 
Anonymous 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

As of Friday, June 5th, there are 258 JW on Book 1 and 114 JW on Book 2.  There are currently 43 

Commercial Apprentices, 1 S&C Apprentice, and 0 Residential Apprentices available for dispatch.  There 

are 0 unfilled Commercial, 0 unfilled S&C and 0 unfilled Residential Apprentice requests.  

https://komonews.com/news/coronavirus/judge-weighing-suit-asking-to-stop-inslees-mandatory-stay-home-order
https://komonews.com/news/coronavirus/judge-weighing-suit-asking-to-stop-inslees-mandatory-stay-home-order
https://www.governor.wa.gov/news-media/inslee-announces-stay-home-stay-healthy%C2%A0order
https://www.tvw.org/watch/?eventID=2020061033
https://esd.wa.gov/labormarketinfo/county-profiles/clallam
https://esd.wa.gov/labormarketinfo/county-profiles/clallam
https://esdorchardstorage.blob.core.windows.net/esdwa/Default/ESDWAGOV/labor-market-info/Libraries/Economic-reports/MER/MER%202020/MER-2020-04.pdf
https://thelens.news/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/1279-scaled.jpg

