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01/15/21 – “Virtual” NECA Safety Committee Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PUGET SOUND CHAPTER, NECA SAFETY AWARD WINNERS FOR 2020!! 

 

NECA is proud to announce that Bowie Electric Service, Nelson Electric and VECA Electric & 

Technologies are the winners of the Puget Sound Chapter, NECA Safety Award for 2020!  These firms 

have shown a strong commitment to safety on their jobsites and office locations.  Companies that exhibit 

consistently low jobsite injuries and Workers Comp claims are eligible for this prestigious annual award. 

Congratulations Bowie, Nelson, and VECA!  Great Job!! (P.S. Keep an eye out for the NECA National 

Safety Awards which will be opening soon.) 

 
SOUND & COMMUNICATION NEGOTIATIONS – UPDATE 

 

The Puget Sound Chapter, NECA and IBEW, L.U. 46 began formal negotiations in November for a 

Successor Agreement to the Sound & Communication Addendum to the 9th District Sound & 

Communication Agreement.  Negotiations continued in December and January, with 2 negotiations 

sessions completed last week.  7 total meetings have occurred to date since early November.  Most 

language change proposals have been resolved/completed, with wage/fringe considerations taking center 

stage for the next 2 weeks.  With an Anniversary Date of January 31, 2021, both parties are seeking to 

complete a successor agreement by the end of the month.  Once a settlement is reached by the parties, 

Contractors and IBEW Members will have an opportunity to vote on a settlement ratification. 
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UPCOMING “VIRTUAL” NECA SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING – JANUARY 15TH  
 

Please join fellow NECA Contractors for a “virtual” Safety Committee Meeting this Friday, January 15th, 

starting at 11:00 AM.  We are excited to announce that Lori Karnes – Environmental Health Specialist, 

from the Pierce County Health Department will give us a presentation on COVID-19.  Lori delivers a 

great presentation that will review the important aspects of the virus and the latest health department 

guidance.  This is a great opportunity to learn about quarantine vs. isolation requirements.  Also learn 

about the different symptoms and when to get tested.  This meeting will be presented in a Microsoft Teams 

format and is open to anyone in your firm that would like to attend.  For those who wish to attend, Please 

RSVP to PSC NECA Director of Safety, Justin Thayer at justin@necaseattle.org. 

 

TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT SITES LIKE GOLD, SAYS SELLER OF 
DOWNTOWN REDMOND PROPERTY 
 

The downtown Redmond Value Village property has sold in relative lightning speed in a $26.4 million 

off-market deal. Its 3-acre size and location near the future light rail station in red-hot downtown, make 

the property at 16851 NE Redmond Way highly desirable. "If you have a project next to a train station, 

you've got gold," said Walter Scott, managing broker at Legacy Cos., the Bellevue-based seller. 

 

When the station opens in 2024, trips to Microsoft headquarters and downtown Bellevue will take eight 

and 18 minutes, respectively. Legacy planned to redevelop the property but not for at least a couple of 

years, said Scott, who added public transportation projects will affect the property and complicate 

development. "We just didn't want to deal with that." 

 

In addition, some of the ownership group's partners wanted to cash out. "Properties are pretty valuable 

right now. It could be the peak for a while," Scott said, adding the group wanted to sell before the end of 

2020, fearing state and federal capital gains tax hikes in 2021. The buyer, Chicago-based AMLI 

Residential, which is owned by an open-ended institutional fund managed by Morgan Stanley, had the 

heft to meet the seller's timeline. In Scott's experience, the three months it took for the deal to come 

together was unprecedented. AMLI, a luxury brand builder, has been active in the Puget Sound region. 

 

Among its properties are a 41-story tower in Seattle's Denny Triangle, 220 units in Bellevue's Spring 

District and a Seattle waterfront site where AMLI is planning a 17-story project. AMLI officials have not 

yet responded to Business Journal inquiries. City of Redmond records show the company is in the early 

stages of planning an approximately 450-unit mid-rise. 

 

The price AMLI paid works out to $200 a square foot, which is comparable to the $12.3 million sale last 

spring of a 1.4-acre transit-oriented site near the Bel-Red/130th Station in Bellevue. The sale came 

together after Kidder Mathews office broker Jeff Chaney talked to Scott about a different property. Scott 

mentioned that the ownership group was looking to sell. Apartment broker Ross Klinger, also of Kidder, 

reached out to AMLI, leading to the sale. 

 

The Value Village store closed in November. Stone Korean Restaurant, a FedEx store and other small 

businesses continue to operate in the adjacent retail strip, which was sold as part of the deal. 
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ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY – 1935 – AMELIA EARHART SETS OFF ON HAWAII-TO-U.S. 
MAINLAND FLIGHT 
 

On Jan. 11, 1935, the aviator Amelia Earhart began a trip to Oakland, Calif., from Honolulu that she would 

complete the next day, becoming the first person to fly to the United States mainland from Hawaii. 

 

The New York Times described the first moments of the flight: “She taxied down slowly to her starting 

point in the middle of the field and then gave the plane the gun and got up quickly. As the ship went down 

the runway the propeller blast blew big chunks of mud from the field and over the red fuselage.” 

 

The flight was just one of Ms. Earhart’s many pioneering achievements. Her most famous came in 1932, 

when she became the first woman (and just the second person, after Charles Lindbergh) to fly solo across 

the Atlantic. She was also the first woman to fly as a passenger across the Atlantic, the first woman to fly 

solo across the United States, and the first person to fly to Mexico City from Los Angeles.  

 

In 1937, Ms. Earhart tried to set a distance record flying around the world near the equator. In July, about 

a month into her journey, Ms. Earhart, accompanied by the navigator Fred Noonan, went missing while 

flying from New Guinea to Howland Island, a tiny coral airstrip in the South Pacific. Despite an 

encompassing search, Ms. Earhart, Mr. Noonan and the plane were never found. 

 

The details of Amelia Earhart’s death remain mysterious. While it is most likely that the plane crashed 

into the Pacific and sank, there is some evidence that suggests she died on an uninhabited island. There 

are also numerous urban legends that include her being taken prisoner, being a spy and assuming a false 

identity. 
 

         

 

Who we are cannot be separated from where we’re from. 

      Malcolm Gladwell 

__________________________________________________ 

 

As of Friday, January 8th, there are 366 JW on Book 1 and 187 JW on Book 2.  There are currently 

62 Commercial Apprentices, 5 S&C Apprentices, and 0 Residential Apprentices available for 

dispatch.  There are 14 First Period Commercial Bootcamp graduates available for dispatch.  There 

are also 4 Limited Energy Bootcamp graduates and 4 Residential Bootcamp graduates available for 

dispatch. 
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